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iti the Claims : 

Please canoci claim 42. Picas. »icnd claims 1. 13.and24. The claims arc as follows: 

1 , (Carrently amod^d) A method for .racking compuUr-rolaled assets, the method comprising 

the steps of: 

selecting each asset of said assets indcpendenUy from .he group consisting of a computer 
hardware assc. and a computer software asset; 

L-jAafint^-t -r -rt'' wi.tn , ta.. sai ^ l ^rst n.set l ^jn, , comp aauoflwaE 

as,M..sadl.Meo»^^ 

p,...K,.,t.n .v,.em ,Sm n^bg^saaiBSj^r -omprisin, f rs, r^i ^ 

U,^ejfeM,sb^sau£„ce^ 

5^reM^m*5.ihcm«m™9^^ 

moving said assets from a firs, site to a second site of the pWity of shes only by being 
routed .irrough a cenlral si.c, said assets ,.rt«n^,nove*le ^^mi^i^. di-.ly from 
the first site to the second site; 

assigning a unique identifier to each said asset; 

rccordingthclocationofeaoh said asset wilhrespeot to saidccntralsiteinancl^^^^^^^^^^ 
daiabasc[[:]]i 

recording exit of each asset from a cuTTcnt site in said database; 
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recording m intended destination site in said database; and 

verifying entry of each a^et at the destination site, being a new eurrent location, in said 

daial^ase. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously presented) method as claimed in elaim 1. comprising the further steps of: 

for eaeh asset, recording eonfiguration information relevairt to that asset on said database; 

and 

on each configuration of a said asset at said central site, updating said configuration 

inromiation on said database, 

4. (Previously presented) The method of clalir, 3, wherein said configuration infonnation of said 
assets comprises an TP (rntcmet Protocol) address. 

5-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The mdhod ot claim 1 , including fto further step, occurring upon return of an asset 
,0 saw central site, of rletcrmtaing whether said asset should be retained, and thus stored for 
further use, or withdrawn from use. 

8-12. (Canceled) 
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1 3. (CiuTcntly amended) A tracking system for computer-related assets, comprising: 

an electrode database for storage of currct and bUendcd location infonnation relating to 
soidassets. ..aid assets being moveable betweenapluralityofsites only bybcingroutedthrougha 

.cntralsiteandnoe^einrmavcablc 

of the plurality of sites, each asset of said assetsbeing independently selected from the group 
cousisting of a computer hardware asset aud a computer software asset; and 

a central receiving and storage site where new assets are received and stored, and where 
assets returning fh>m other «ites are stored, said central site having data entry mean. 

said database in which a unique identifier assigned to each said asset is stored and, upon a 
movement of a said asset, by which exit or entry of the asset is recorded such thatboth the 
respective current and u^lcnded location information is updated in said database. 

wherein a first asset of said assets is a computer software asset that is tagged with a tag, 
said tag comprising an asset tagbarcode.apa.1number or serial nnmber barcode. andaSoftware 

Distribution System (SDS) number, said SDS number comprising first, second, and third 
contiguously sequenced fields, said first field consisting of a venue code identifying a first 
destination site for the first asset, said second field consisting of a software type of the first asset, 
said third field consistingofaconsecutive number indexofthesoftwaretypc that makes the fir^ 

asset unique for the software type at the first destination site. 



14, (Canceled) 
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X5, (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 13. wherein said database stores, for 
each asset, configuration information relevant to that asset, and said data entry ™cans fi.^-ther 
updates said database records upon each configuration of an asset. 

16. (Original)The tracking syslcmofdaimlS. wherein said configurationinfortnationine^ 

liardwarc configuration, soilware coiiaguration and IP address. 
17-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently amended) A computer program product, carried on a storage medium, for Ihc 
tracking of computer-related assets, between a central site and a plurality of sites, comprising: 
first program means to record a unique identi fier for each said asset, said assets being 
.oveablebetwocn said plurality of sites onlybybeingrouted through said central site and not 

bcing-m^cahlc ar^noHnben^ directly from a first site to a second site of tl.e plurality of 
sites, each asset of said assets being independently selected from the group consisting of a 
computet hardware asset and a computer software asset; 

second program means to record the location of an asset; 

third program means to record exit from a current site; 

fourth program means to record an intended destination; and 

fifth program means to verify entry of an asset being moved at the destination site, 
whereupon said second program means updates the current location of the asset. 

wherein a first asset of said assets is a computer software asset that is tagged with a tag, 
saidtagcomprisingan asset tag barcode.apartnamber or serial number barcode. audaSoftw. 
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Di».ibmio„ system (SDS) number, said SDS number eompnsing «... second. .,d *ird 
comiguouslys«,u«,ccd fields, said flrstncldcomisangof.venuecodcidenUftnngafirst 

dCinaUon sue for .he flrs. asse, said second field co„sis«ne of a software .ype of U>= firs, asse, 
,aid«rdfie<dconsis.ingofaeonsecuttve„umberind«ormeso«ware.ype*a.n,a.«*efn.. 



asset unique 



for tlic software type at Ihe first destination site. 



25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24, farU^er compn.ng: 

.ixth progran. means to record and update configuration i« for^^ation for each asset being 

tracked 

26, (Previously presemed) The nrChod of cton 1. wherein a. leas, one asse. of said asse.s 
consists of computer software. 

27, (Previously presemed) The m«bod of elaim 1. whe«in a. leas, one asse. of said assc.s 

consists of computer hardware. 

28, Previons.yprosen«d)Themethedofelalml.whereinoneaehn.oven.en.ofsaidasse.*e 

..mod finder comprises f^g a deUvcry sumn,a,y from «.e cental si.e U, .he intended 
dcUnalion for saidasso.prior.0 said cxi.otsaid asse. from.hecen.raUi.e,saiddelivery 

s«comprisingadvanoono.ifiea«on.ha.saidasse.is«,bede.ive.dU,saidin.cnded 
destination. 
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29. (Previously presented) The melhod of claim 1. wherein after arrival of said asset at said 
intended destination the method farther con.prises instalUng and testing said asset at said 



intended deslinalion. 



30. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, v^herein at least one asset of said assets 
consists of computer software, 

31 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein at least one asset of said assets 
consists of computer hardware, 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein on ntovement of sdd asset the 
method further eoraprises faxhrg a delivery summary from the eentral site to the intended 
destination for said asset prior to said exit of said asset ftom the eentnU site, said delivery 
summary comprising advance notification that said asset is to be delivered to said intended 

destination. 

33. (Previously presented) The metl^od of claim 8, wherein after arrival of said asset at said 
intended destination the method lUrther comprises installing a«d testing said asset at said 
intended destination. 



34. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 13, wherein at least one asset of said 
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asseis consists of computer software. 

35. (P„viouslypr«cn.cd) The «.oWnB sy..en. ot .I.un .3. wherein a. leas, one ^se, of s»id 
assclis consisls of computer hardware. 

36. (Previously p,«cn.ed)11>.uackin8.y«.en.0fcteta 18, who»lnaUe«. one asset of said 
assets consists ofcomputer software. 

37. (Previouslypresentcd) The tracking system of elain, 18. wherein at least one asset of said 
assets consists o f computer hardware. 

38. (Previonslypresented) TKe eo.put« prolan. produet of elai™ 24. wherein a. least one asset 
of aaid assets consists of computer software. 

39. (Previ,nsly presented) m eon.pn.er propam prodnet of olaim 24. wherein a. least one asset 
of said asseis consists of computer hardware. 

40. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 25. wherein said 
configuraHon information of said assets comprises a software configuration. 

41 . (Previotu^ly pt^ted) The compute, program product ofebim 25. wherein said 
configuration ineormation of said assets comprises an IP antemC Protocol) address. 
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42. (Canceled) 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 42, wherein the first field consists of 3 
alphabetical eharaclers, wherein the second field consists of 2 hexidecimal elxaraeters, a.id 
wherein the third field consists of 2 eharucters representbg an integer. 

44. (Previously presented) The method of claim I. wherein the central site comprises a 
warehouse facility and a build facility, said method fiirther comprising; 

storing, by the warehouse facility, individual assets until the individual assets are required 
to be assembled into computer systems for use at sites of the plurality of sites; and 

assembling, by the build facility, the individual assets into the computer systems. 

45. (Previouslypresented)Tl.emethodofelaim44,saidmethodfiml.ercomprisingprovidingti.e 
warehouse facility and the build facility in a sajne building complex. 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44. said method further comprising providing tl.e 
warehouse facility and the build facility in different locations not in a same building complex. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44. said method further comprising detemnning 
by execution of software whethera^venassetofsaid assets is located atasiteoftheplurality^ 

sites, in the build facility, in the warehouse, or in transit. 
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48. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 1 3, wherein the first field consists of 3 
alphabetical characters, wherein the second field consists of 2 hcxidecimal characters, and 
wherein the third field consists of 2 characters representing an integer. 

49. (Previously presented) TTac tracking system of claim 13. wherein the central site comprises a 
warehouse facility and a build fecility, wherein the warehouse facility stores individual assets 
uutil the individual assets are required to be assembled into computer systems for use at sites of 
the plurality of sites, and wherein the build facihly assembles the individual assets into the 
computer systems. 

50. (Previously presented) The trackitig system of claim 49. wherein the warehouse facility and 
the build facihly are in a same building complex. 

51 . G^reviously presented) The tracking system of claim 49. wherein the warehouse facility and 
the build facility are in different locations not in a same building complex. 

52. (Previously presented) I'he tracking system of claim 49, said tracking system further 
comprises software which, when executed, detennincs whctlier a given asset of said assets is 
located at a site of the plurality of sites, in the build facility, m the warehouse, or in transit. 

53. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 24. wherein the first field 
consists of 3 alphabetical characters, wherein the second field consists of 2 hcxidecimal 

09/657,039 
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characlers, and wherein the thud Held consists of 2 characters representing an integer. 

54. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 53. wherein Ihe central site 
comprises a warehouse facility and a build facility, wherein the warehouse facility stores 
individual assets until the individual assets arc required to be assembled into computer systems 
for use at sites of the plurality of sites, wherein the build facility assembles the individual assets 
into the computer systems, said computer profiram product further comprising sixth program 
means to detcmine whether a given asset of said assets is located at a site of the pluraUty of 
sites, in the build facility, in the warehouse, or in transit. 
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